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About SABSTable of Contents

The South African Bureau of Standards (SABS) is the apex national standardisation 
institution in South Africa, established by the Standards Act, 1945 (Act No. 24 of 1945). 
SABS continues to exist under the Standards Act, 2008 (Act No. 8 of 2008) with the 
following mandate:

•	 Develop, promote and maintain South African National Standards (SANS);
•	 Promote quality in connection with commodities, products and services; and
•	 Render conformity assessment services and matters connected therewith.
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Our Vision and Mission

SABS is a Schedule 3B public entity under the Public Finance Management Act, 1999 

(Act No. 1 of 1999) (PFMA).  SABS provides conformity assessment services such as, 

Laboratory Services (testing), Certification (system and product), Training and Consulting, 

Consignment Inspection, Local Content Verification and Design support for SMMEs 

and entrepreneurs.

VISION

MISSION

SABS provides 
standards and conformity

assessment services to enable 
the efficient functioning of

the economy.

To be the trusted
standardisation and

quality assurance service 
provider of choice.
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MEMBERSHIPS

Accreditation Of SABS

Memberships
Standardisation Organisations
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What we do

We develop and maintain relevant SANS, aligned to socio-economic and 
industrialisation priorities of the country. Inclusive participation is encouraged 
through technical committees, responsible for the development of SANS. 
SANS are available through the SABS webstore https://store.sabs.co.za

SABS is appointed by the Department of Trade and Industry (the dti) to 
conduct local verification services in accordance with the Preferential 
Procurement Policy Framework Act (PPPFA) regulation.  The local con-
tent verification is aligned to designated products and according to 
SANS 1286. 

We provide SABS Certification to management system standards which 
include, amongst others SANS/ISO 9001, SANS/ISO 14001, SANS/ISO 
45001 (previously OHSAS 18001), SANS/ISO 50001, SANS/ISO 27001 
and FSSC 22000.  SABS certification of your management systems provides 
assurance that organisations deliver products and services aligned to in-
ternational best practice standards.

SABS provides various types of testing services for different sectors in sup-
port of industrial growth and consumer safety. We have the largest suite 
of test facilities in Africa.  Our laboratories are accredited to SANS/ISO/
IEC 17025 and we pride ourselves on the reliability and thoroughness of 
testing procedures and reporting.  Categories of testing services include 
amongst others, performance testing, type testing and safety requirements. 

The SABS Product Certification (SABS Mark Scheme), is a recognised mark 
of product quality. The SABS Mark Scheme is an accredited certification 
scheme that enables manufacturers to assure consumers that their 
products have been independently tested, verified and certified by SABS.  

SABS offers a diverse range of management system training courses to 
the leading management system standards including SANS/ISO 9001, 
SANS/ISO 14001, SANS/ISO 45001 (previously OHSAS 18001), SANS/
ISO 50001, SANS/ISO 27001, HACCP and FSSC 22000.  Our consult-
ing services assist clients to effectively implement management system 
standards and assess readiness for certification.

Our Design Institute supports entrepreneurs and SMMEs to refine their 
business ideas and products to improve marketability of products and 
services.  These services underpin the creation and stimulation of 
entrepreneurship and SMME, thereby contributing positively to the local 
economy.

Standards
(SANS)

Local Content 
Verification

System 
Certification

Laboratory 
Services

Product 
Certification
(SABS Mark 

Scheme)

Training 
Academy and 

Consulting

Design 
support for 

SMMEs and 
entrepreneurs



7

In partnership with the Independent Communications Authority of South 
Africa (ICASA), SABS issues Certificates of Compliance (CoCs) to provide 
safety and performance assurance of products and devices. This service 
is rendered for electromagnetic interference and electromagnetic 
compatibility (EMI/EMC) products,   to ensure that only products that have 
been certified as safe and reliable will be allowed into the South African market.

SABS offers independent Consignment Inspection services to provide 
assurance that the content of consignments meet the production and 
quality requirements of the procuring entity.

Certificate of 
Compliance

Consignment 
Inspection
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Why do we do it

To create an
inclusive economy that

promotes fair competition

Provide support
and development 

services to ensure that 
SMMEs and start-ups 

have access to
participate in the 

economy

Representing 
South African interests on 
international and regional 

standards forums 

Supporting
socio-economic

and industrial policies to
the benefit of all
South Africans

Inspecting
consignment

of goods and providing
assurance that products

meet requisite
specifications  thus
reducing wasteful

expenditure

Delivering local content
verification services to enhance 

local production and support
industrialisation goals 

Provide quality
assurance for consumers, 
through SABS testing and 

Certification

Support
government and

regulators achieve 
policy and regulatory
objectives through

standardisation

To test products
against  specifications

supporting market access and  
protection of consumers

Level the playing field
for access to compete in global 

markets

Ensuring a fair,
transparent and inclusive 
process for consensus

driven standards

Providing the 
latest training to ensure that 
companies are abreast of 

new or changing
standards



9



10



11

National Footprint
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Website:
www.sabs.co.za

Telephone number: 
+ 27 12 428 7911 or 

   0861 277 227

Fax number: 
+ 27 12 344 1568

E-mail address: 
info@sabs.co.za

Head office: 
1 Dr Lategan Road

Groenkloof
Pretoria

0001

Postal address: 
Private Bag X191 Pretoria

0001

Company Details for suppliers:
SABS

SABS VAT registration number:
4080104914

SABS Commercial SOC Ltd details:
Shareholder: SABS

Company Registration Number: 
2000/013581/30 

VAT registration number: 
4710196256


